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HE’S TAKING 
PROTEST TO 
CITY HALL 


Braxton Winston says he'll represent 
people ‘left behind, pushed aside’ 


JEFF SINER jsiner@charlotteobserver.com 


This image of Braxton Winston raising his fist in protest after 
the Keith Lamont Scott shooting went viral. 


DIEDRA LAIRD dlaird@charlotteobserver.com 


Braxton Winston says the city showed a “lack of leadership” after the Keith Lamont Scott shootings. Now, he joins the Charlotte 


City Council and gets a chance to see what he can do. 


him in the hallway Thursday 
afternoon. “Hi, Braxton,” she 
said, as they made eye con- 
tact. She smiled at him and 
quoted Sam Cooke’s 1964 
song, written after he and his 
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adouglas@charlotteobserver.com, 
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Around Charlotte’s govern- 
ment offices last week, peo- 
ple stopped Braxton Winston 
to shake hands and congrat- 
ulate the newly elected City 
Council member. 

One middle-aged African- 
American woman spotted 


bandmates were turned away 
from a whites-only motel in 
Louisiana. 

“Tt’s been a long time com- 
ing,” she said, softly hum- 
ming and singing a line from 
the song as she passed Win- 
ston. “A change is gonna 


come.” 

But how much change can 
he make and how fast can he 
do it? 

You might remember Win- 
ston from his spontaneous 
entry into activism last year. 
An iconic photo shows him 
standing in between a police 
line and protesters, shirtless, 
with his fist raised in the air. 
Soon, he’ll be colleagues with 
some of the people he con- 
fronted during those Char- 


lotte protests. He and hun- 
dreds of others demanded 
the police chief and other city 
officials resign in the wake of 
Keith Lamont Scott’s death. 
Police arrested Winston 
during a protest that week- 
end, although the charges 
were later dropped. He also 
joined a lawsuit against the 
city, which has been drop- 
ped, alleging police violated 
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The 
unequal 
cost of 
jail time 


defendants who serve time for minor 
crimes because they can’t pay. 


BY MICHAEL GORDON 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


For someone whose sentence in- 
cluded no jail time, Rob Miles sure has 
spent a lot of time behind bars. 

Since May, the 26-year-old Charlotte 
man has been jailed on three occasions 
- once for eight days - because he fell 
behind paying off the $1,280 in restitu- 
tion and court costs a judge handed 
down after Miles pleaded guilty to a 
misdemeanor last year. 

He has plenty of company. 

On any given day at the Mecklen- 
burg County Jail, more than 300 peo- 
ple - 18 percent of the average daily 
inmate population - are locked up 
solely because they 
failed or can’t afford to 
pay fines or other mone- 
tary penalties attached 
to their criminal cases, 
according to county 
figures. Many, like 
Miles, are jailed repeat- 
edly at taxpayer expense 
for outstanding court 
debts on minor offenses. 

Miles’ attorney, Assistant Public 
Defender Seth Bullard, says he has 
another client who owes $125 on his 
$380 court debt. As a result, he recent- 
ly spent 40 hours in jail. 

“Tt just goes to show you this type of 
thing happens every day,” Bullard 
says. “It’s a huge problem.” 

Now, a group of Mecklenburg judges 
has quietly launched an effort to end 
what a leading expert calls “this spiral 
of incarceration.” 

Working with Harvard Law School’s 
Criminal Justice Debt Initiative and 
relying on existing law, the county’s 21 
members of the District Court bench 


Rob Miles 


CHARLOTTE WILL 


We all can make a difference; here’s how 


BY ANN CAULKINS 
acaulkins@charlotteobserver.com 


The Charlotte Observer 
reports on the important sto- 
ries that impact this commu- 
nity, and we take this 
responsibility very seriously. 
In any given week, we are 
reaching just shy of 1 million 
local readers who care deeply 
about what is happening here. 
As the Observer’s publisher, I 
believe it is important that our 
organization be involved in 


our community, and that we 
contribute in positive ways. 
Last year, I launched 
Charlotte Will with a group of 
business, nonprofit and edu- 
cation leaders. Since then, our 
coalition has worked to tell 
people more about the oppor- 
tunity gap that undermines 
Charlotte’s success, and what 
each of us can do about it by 
engaging and volunteering. 
We first helped the Char- 
lotte-Mecklenburg Opportuni- 
ty Task Force to build aware- 
ness about its work, which 


culminated in a report 
released last March. This 
year, we have been working 
with Leading On Opportunity, 
the nonprofit group that grew 
out of the task force report. 

In today’s newspaper, you 
will find a special section spon- 
sored and produced by the 
Charlotte Will partners. There, 
you will see my column about 
Rohan Brown, a young man 
who is breaking the cycle of 
poverty. You will read about 
the circuitous path he has 
taken. Many people cannot get 
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down that path alone; they 
need the help of others. You 
also will read about several 
community organizations 
that are making a real differ- 
ence in closing the economic 
mobility gap. 

We hope that, as you read 
through the section, you 
will commit to making a 
difference. We need every- 
one to be actively involved 
in this community chal- 
lenge. Together, we can 
continue the journey. 
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